Handout 2

Goals and Strategies for Developing Family-School Partnerships

Goal





Strategy
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	· Increase understanding of family

· Establish home-school partnership

· Promote shared ownership for problem solution

· Promote greater conceptualization of problems and increase perspective taking

· Strengthen relationships among participants

· Recognize the need to address concerns and opportunities across, rather than within settings

· Increase parent and teacher commitments to educational goals

· Increase the diversity of expertise and resources available
	· Identify strengths in child and family 

· Support parents “where they are at”

· Elicit ideas, information, and perspectives using open-ended questions

· Paraphrase and validate messages from parents to check for understanding

· Establish relative goals for families based on current needs

· Provide rationales and expectations for families and schools to work together (i.e., “make process overt”)

· Emphasize a team concept with words such as “we,” “us,” and “together”

· Highlight similarities across settings

· Engage in shared eye contact

· Verbally encourage and reinforce future independent conjoint problem solving among parents and teachers

· Draw distinct similarities across settings

· Structure interventions that require cooperation and communication, such as home-school notes

· Increase responsibility for successful outcomes by including all participants, including the child when appropriate

· Describe rationale and expectations for joint home-school problem solving efforts

· Use nonverbal listening skills that convey understanding and acceptance of various perspectives

· Verbally acknowledge different perspectives with statements such as “I see your point” or “I hadn’t thought of it that way before.”

· Reframe problems into opportunities for skill development

· Emphasize positive efforts of all parties

· Reframe negative comments into areas of care and concern

· Point out unique strengths of parents and teachers

· Use physical arrangement of meeting room to encourage eye contact and dialogue between parents and teachers (e.g., remove physical barriers such as large tables, encourage parents and teachers to sit next to each other)

· Use gestures to communicate joining of home and school parties (e.g., arm and hand movements that suggesting coming together) 

· Point out the importance of out-of-school opportunities for a student to experience success

· Comment on the benefits of congruence and continuity of experiences for students, families, and educators

· Ask for help

· Develop plans that are consistent across settings, and that support achievement in and out of school

· Involve students when possible

· Invite family members beyond parents to be involved

· Allow parents to bring additional support persons to meetings

· Ask parents for ideas for interventions and incorporate them into plans
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Source:  Adapted from Christenson, S. L., & Sheridan, S. M. (2001).  Schools and families:  Creating essential connections for learning.  New York:  Guilford Press.

